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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits 

pn the European search report 

. . □ the declaration under Rule 45 ERG 

□ the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

the supplementary European search report concerning the intemational application under Article 1 57(2) ERG 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 


The following specificatio 

□ Abstract Title ^ Figure 

The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 

Q The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search Division considers that it better cheu'acterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 

Figure: 

|~| Additional copy(copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 


REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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ABSTRACT / ZUSAMMENFASSUNG / ABREGE 


02021022.5 


The invention relates to a sealable packaging container (1) comprising a packaging tray (2) 
and a packaging lid (3) each having a circumferential area and wherein the area of the lid 
is laraer than the area of the tray (4). The invention further relates to a packaging machine 
(10) having an upper part (1 1) and a lower part (12) an-anged vertically moveable against 
each other and means for opening, evacuating and sealing a packaging container (1 ). 
Rnally the Invention relates to a method of sealing a packaging container (1) in this 
packaging machine (10). 
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European Patent Application Number 

Office EP 02 02 1022 


CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 


The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescrit>ed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 


□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 


LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 


see sheet B 


All further search fees have t>een paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 


□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 


□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 


□ 


None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has t>een drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 


Application Number 

EP 02 02 1022 


The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-6 

Subject I (claims 1-6) relates to a scalable packaging 
container. 


2. Claims: 7-13 

Subject II (claims 7-13) relates to a packaging machine 
having an upper part and a lower part arranged vertically 
moveable against each other. 


3. Claim : 14 

Subject III (claim 14) relates to a method of sealing a 
seal able container which comprises a lid and a tray. 
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